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A Newsletter of Faith & Community

February 2026

DPhone (315) 3862570
www.ChurchOnThePark.org
Office @ ChurchOnThePark.org

Sundays in February

« Worship Begins At 10:00 a.m. -

e February 1st - —
Annual Children’s Communion
Deacons & Food Shelf Offering

Annual Congregational Meeting

« February 8th -

Bring A Friend To Church
Canton Goldenaires Sing at Church

e February 15th -

Transfiguration Of The Lord i \ il
Name Tag Sunday o
Noisy Can Offering

e P o
TRANSFIGURATION

« February 22nd -

First Sunday of Lent
Rev. Mike On Vacation
Laurinda Stockwell To Preach
No Church School
Bill Webb Grill Day

& Winter Potluck Picnic

Annual Meeting

The members and friends of the First
Presbyterian Church are hereby called to
the annual congregational
meeting on Sunday, February \‘t‘
1st following worship. We will / .
receive the budget and annual
reports, elect officers, and re-
view the Pastor’s terms of call.
Your presence at this meet-
ing is very important!!!

ANNUAL
MEETING

Church Website

Go to www.churchonthep-
ark.org or scan this QR code to see @*%
the latest sermon, church calen- ,
dar, link to our YouTube Channel
and much more!

Annual Reports Available

As part of our Annual Meeting of the
Congregation to be held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary lst, the 2025 Annual Report has
been completed and emailed or
mailed to everyone. (Hard ANNUAL
copies available at the church REFP SRT
that Sunday as well).

This report includes all church activi-
ty from the past year, a proposed 2025
budget, Pastor’s Terms of Call and fi-
nancials. If you did not receive a copy
and would like one, either as an emailed
PDF or a snail-mailed hard copy, please
contact the church office and we’ll get one
right out to you.

Rev. Michael P. Catanzaro......................... Pastor
Pastor Donna Doig, CLP.............. Associate Pastor
Andrea Montgomery........ Church School Director
TBD.......ooiiiiiiiiii, Choir Director & Pianist
Christy Dekay......................... Office Coordinator
Emily & Kate Ewy............ Nursery Care Providers
Patience Boswell......................cooiiiinnnnen. Sexton
Cameron Boswell.......................... Stream Master
Linda Potter............... Congregational Coordinator

Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. Tues. & Thursday

2026 Per Capita

If you haven’t yet paid your per capita
for 2026, you still have time. Per capita is
the amount that the church pays per Ac-
tive Member to the Presbytery, Synod and
General Assembly for services provided.
For 2026, this is $46 per Active Member.
Your donation is greatly appreciated!
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Family News

We are delighted to learn that after
having gone to Burlington, Arvilla and Vern
Aldous each received positive results
regarding their heath. WAHOO!!! We are
over the moon!

Congratulations to Cameron Boswell
who was named to the Dean’s List at SUNY
Canton for the 2025 fall semester!

This week Rev. Mike spoke with Melba
Reinke out in Bozeman, Montana. She
shared the sad news that her son, Michael,
has died. Michael had been in poor health
from some time. He is Melba’s third son to
have died, leaving only, Carl (who lives in
Bozeman near to Melba). Please keep Melba
in your prayers. Cards and phone calls
always welcome. As she always says to Rev.
Mike, “She misses her church and her
friends in Canton.” 2219 West Oak Street
Apt. 306, Bozeman MT 59718. She’d love to
hear from you.

Prayers for Cati Gollinger suffering from,
and soon to be treated for gallstones.

Prayers for Olivia Sullivan on the death
of her maternal aunt, Kim Pierce.

Continued prayers for Vicki McLain on
the death of her father, Scott, at the end of
December as she continues to grieve, heal,
and adjust. Vicki and Martin are back in
Canton now following the funeral. Let us
also remember Vanessa Syvertsen who
officiated her grandfather’s service. It is
difficult being made to wear two different
hats in such a situation, so we pray that
Vanessa has the opportunity to grieve the
loss. Vicki relates that (unsurprisingly)
Vanessa did a wonderful job. Vanessa is a
child of our church, an ordained
Presbyterian minister who has been working
as an educator in Troy for many years. She
is also a Parish Associate here at our
church. She typically fills the pulpit the last
week in July and the first week of August
when Rev. Mike is on vacation.

Family News - cont.

Prayers for Paula Eschmann as she
continues to heal from a serious motor
vehicle accident. Cards may be sent to 748
Miner Street, Canton, NY 13617.

Prayers for Drew & Ela White and their
daughter, Victoria, who have been going
through a challenging time.

Bob Fraser is now living with his
daughter, Karen McAuliffe, and her
husband, Joe, at 49 Bird Street, Canton NY
13617 (Bob & Betty’s former home). Cards
welcome. Call ahead to Bob on his cell
phone regarding visiting (315) 323-8416.

Prayers for Colleen Grant and Dale in
support of her; and Carolyn O’Connor
living at an assisted living facility outside of
Boston (216, 276 Whiting Street, Hingham,
MA 02043).

Marilyn Coir will be celebrating a
birthday on February 13th. Let’'s shower
her with cards! Send them to her at 125
Dover Rd, The Residence at Charles
Meadow, Millis MA 02054.

On-going prayers for Lew Shepard and
Marilyn Coir in their days; Rich Denison
who continues to face health concerns,
Christa Lyon, Joe Bean (and wife Mary),
and Josh Holbrook facing health
challenges; Janet Favro currently residing
at Keene Valley Neighborhood House (Attn
Janet Favro, P.O. Box 46, Keene Valley, NY
12943); Wanda Renick a resident of the
Canton Nursing Home (cards greatly
appreciated (United Helpers NH, 205 State
Street, Canton, NY 13617).

Continued long distance prayers for
Jeannie Lewis, a former church member
who lives in NH and is the daughter of Elsie
Dana, being treated for macular
degeneration.

We pray for parents raising children,
and children caring for parents.
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Frozen!

More and more we are finding the
opportunity to provide a meal for
individuals with sickness, hardship, or a
cause for celebration. Often the timing of
these needs does not allow everyone who
might want to participate to do so. With
that in mind, we have acquired a small
freezer designated specifically for this.

If you would like to provide a casserole
or quart of soup to add to the freezer,
please contact Jean McGuire (315)
854-0516 or Beth Hayes (315) 244-7902.
Our goal is to have a continuous supply,
meaning this will be an ongoing request
that a few people might answer at a time.
Quart soup containers and 9 x 9
disposable pans will be available.

Items need to be labeled with a list of
ingredients and heating instructions.
Thank you for your help and patience as
we try to get this endeavor off the ground.

Senior Citizen Award

The St. Lawrence County Office for the
Aging is accepting nominations for the
2026 St. Lawrence Country Senior Citi-
zen of the Year Award.

If you know an exceptional senior giv-
ing back to their community, please nom-
inate them. For information and to re-
ceive nomination forms, please contact
the Office for the Aging at 315-386-4730
or visit our website: Office for the Aging/
St. Lawrence County.

The deadline for nominations is
February 28, 2026.

Church Weather Closings Info

In the event of inhospitable weather,
notice of the cancellation of our
worship service, or the switch to %

On-Line only, will be emailed to e
the congregation and listed on %
WWNY-TV and NCPR radio.

February 1

February Lectionary Readings
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 \)’X\

Matthew 5:1-12 /

February 8

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]
Matthew 5:13-20

February 15
Transfiguration of the Lord
Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm 2 or Psalm 99

2 Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 17:1-9

February 18 - Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 22 - First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

Psalm 32

Romans 5:12-19

Matthew 4:1-11

Evening Book Group

The Evening Book Group will
meet on Tuesday, February
24th at 7 p.m. in Lorna’s
Lounge to discuss West with
Giraffes by Linda Rutledge with
the discussion led by Ellen Grayson.

Women'’s Circle

Women’s Circle will meet
on Wednesday, February
11th at 7 p.m. in Lorna’s
Lounge with the topic of
“Hospitality.” All women of
the church are welcome!
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Church Attendance

In-Person Stream CS

January 4 37 28 No CS
January 11 50 31 No CS
January 18 58 34 5

Average In-Person Attendance: 48
Average Live-Stream Attendance: 31
Average CS Attendance: 5

Treasurer’s Report
Operating Mission

January 4 $ 1,068.00 8 25.00
January 11 $13,847.00 $ 265.00
December 14 $22,562.00 $1,200.00
Total: $37,477.00 S1,490.00

Bill Webb Grill Day!
On Sunday, February 22nd, the

church will be holding its 2nd Annual Bill

Webb Grill Day & Winter Potluck. Rob

Ewy, Joe Montgomery and Jim Franklin

(or as they call themselves, “The Wreck-

ing Crew”) will be manning the grill. Set-

up for the Grill Day/Winter Potluck will

take place on Thursday, February 19th at
6:15 p.m. Volunteers welcome! The con-

gregation is asked to provide (summer)

side dishes and desserts. Join in for some

tasty food and warm fellowship.

Ham Dinner

We will be holding our annual Ham

Dinner Fundraiser on Sunday, March 1st

from 11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. Dine

in or take-out will be available. *
To make this a successful ‘
church FUNdraiser, we will be
looking for food and/or
monetary donations as well

as volunteers to set-up and prepare food

on Saturday and work in the kitchen,
serve and clean-up on Sunday. Sign-up
sheets will be posted in the foyer on

February 8th, 15th and 22nd. This is a

great opportunity to make new

acquaintances into old friends while doing

the hard work of the church.

Officers & Committees

Elders On Session
To strengthen and nurture the faith
and the life of the congregation.

Joe Montgomery Patrick LaPierre Rob Ewy

Sarah Melville Nick Dekay Jim Franklin

JdJ Jockel Heidi Ames John Christopher
Michelle Theisen Beth Hayes

Patricia Mace - Elder & Clerk Of Session

Board of Deacons
Ministering to the sick, those in need,
the friendless, and those in distress.

Christy Dekay Ray Erickson Christa Lyon

Susan Akins Jane Cable Mark Brackett

Georgia Vose Bob Duda Stacie Olney-LaPierre
Ray Erickson, Treasurer

Committees Chairs

Resources Jim Franklin & JJ Jockel
Responsible for managing and dispensing funds
to fulfill the mission & ministry of our church.

Facilities Nick Dekay & Joe Montgomery
Responsible for the maintenance and use of all
church property.

Fellowship Beth Hayes, Ellen Grayson & Pat Mace
Responsible for all fellowship events.

Nominating B Hayes, JJ Jockel, R Grayson, B Brown
Responsible for filling Session, Deacons & Offices.

Christian Education Jim Franklin
Responsible for growth, nurturing & learning.

Worship Rob Ewy & Sarah Melville
With pastor, responsible for worship.
Communion Pat Mace & Vicki McLain

Stewardship Jim Franklin & Patrick LaPierre
Responsible for securing resources and energy to ful-
fill the mission & ministry of our church.

Mission Michelle Theisen & Sarah Melville

Helping our church, community and world.
| Treasurer Mary McGreevy

Financial Secretary Barry Walch

C&C Program JJ Jockel, Sean Boutin
& Michelle Theisen
Personnel Heidi Ames & Patrick LaPierre

Manse Renovation Committee  Jim Franklin,
Pat Mace, Sarah Melville, Rob Ewy, Joe Montgomery,
Christy and Nicholas Dekay

Thanks to our Elders & Deacons for their good work!
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The Pasto

The warmest of greetings to all of
you in these very frigid days!.

This first Sunday in February fol-
lowing worship we will be holding our
Annual Meeting of the Congregation
which, in the business world, might
be understood as a meeting of the
shareholders and investors. Though
a church is first and foremost a spiri-
tual abode and community founded
on faith, we are also an entity com-
posed of stone and mortar held to-
gether by financial realities and con-
crete concerns. The Annual Meeting
is the intersection of these two as-
pects of our lives together into one
common and shared reality or truth.

I had intended to use this month’s
Pastor’s Report to articulate a “State
of the Church” address which would
recap where we have been as an or-
ganization in the past year and, hav-
ing done so, look forward to the new
year and the direction we will hope to
travel. Upon further reflection, how-
ever, I have decided this is either an
oversimplification of a very complex
reality or, conversely, an effort to over
complicate that which is in actuality a
fairly simple situation. On this I waver.

Of course, our perspective on any
issue, object, or idea correlates to
one’s current context. That is to say,
our understanding of the world
around us is a function of where we
find ourselves standing within it at
any particular moment.

r’'s Report

Though not necessarily atypical,
the days leading up to the composi-
tion of these words were particularly
“multi-fold.” In plain speak, the con-
text within which I found myself saw
an awful lot of a great variety of
things all going on at pretty much the
same time. Were I to rattle off a list of
what is happening at the church on
any given day (such as this day) it
might include things such as: furnace
repairs, doors being installed at the
manse, chronic (bulletins and NL) or
acute (park use, annual reporting)
administrative tasks, meeting with
candidates for the Choir Director and
Pianist position(s), conversations with
community members, numerous
emails and text sent/phone calls
made. Then it was time for lunch.

All these “necessary” things can be
objectively seen and measured. That
said, the most important stuff we do
as a church is hardly ever seen and
can never be measured. They exist
nonetheless and (usually) are extremnely
serious. When you are part of a church
this is your current context as well,
regardless of if you know it or not.

The “State” of our church isn’t
any one thing which can be easily or
wholly articulated. Instead, it is a
fluid flow of life’s unfolding in each
new day. It is only and ever all
things at once, made richly manifest
in our ordinary moments. As it
should be. - Rev. Mike

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” - Psalm 118:24
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s FEBRUARY

10
11
12
13
14

15
16
17
19
20

21
22
23
24
25

28

Birhday:

Jonathan Witherhead
Debra St. Hilaire,
Andrew Sutherland
Heidi Ames, Patrick LaPierre
Natasha Rossiter;
Mikey Athanasakis
Scott Smalling
Johnny Mousaw
Michelle Theisen
Clifford Rossiter
Marilyn Coir
Hannah Powers,
Andrea Montgomery
Terisa Billings, Micah Murphy
Patrick Dean
Elliott Rodee, Matt Gayle
Arvilla Aldous; Vanessa Mousaw
Isabelle Powers, Thomas Potter, Jr.§
Sully Murphy
Emily Dawley, Sarah Franklin,
Alistair Melville
John Miller III, Bill Gollinger
Hope Irene Bethel, Lora Gibson
Luke Elvy, Corinne Duda
Nancy O’Shaughnessy,
Rob Ewy, Kevin O’ Connell
Melissa Compeau, Curt Ross,
Josh Smith

N

ontact the church office with vour birthdav so we can keeo our list current!

Fax Machine Wanted

In the flurry of cleaning out the base-
ment last fall, the church fax Va
machine was somehow taken to
the dump. We only hook it up §
on the rare occasion it is need-
ed. However, for some purposes

only a fax will do. While it is

not mission critical, it would be nice to
have a fax machine in the office once
more. If you have a fax machine sitting
around your house not being used and
would like to donate it to the church,
please speak with Rev. Mike or Christy
in the church office. Thank you!

Virtual Worship & Fellowship

For live-streaming, fellowship, bulletins,
sermons, newsletters, and other resources,
begin by bookmarking the church web-
site: www.ChurchOnThePark.org. “Click”
on the relevant link at the top of the page.

A live-stream of the worship service is
on the church’s YouTube Channel. Go to
www.ChurchOnThePark.org and click on
“YouTube Channel.” You can choose to
subscribe to our channel or simply go to
this link each week.

Worship bulletins are posted earlier in
the week to the church website for those
worshiping virtually through the stream on
our YouTube channel. This will allow
everyone the opportunity to follow the
liturgy, and see the announcements and
prayer requests. Go to www.ChurchOn-
ThePark.org and click on “Sunday
Bulletin.”

Written sermons continue to be
emailed, or snail-mailed, on Tuesday to
everyone each week; as well as being post-
ed to the church website. Go to
www.ChurchOnThePark.org and click on
“Written Sermons.”

The monthly Newsletter will continue
to be emailed to most, and snail-mailed to
a few; as well as being posted to the church
website (click on “Newsletter”).

Holy Rollers

Have a bowl full of pennies? Did you
discover a lot of coins in the cushions? If
you have too much loose change to bring
to church for Noisy Can Sundays, call the
Holy Rollers. We will come to your house
to sort, roll, count your change, and make
sure it gets deposited so that you can do-
nate to the Noisy Can Youth
Mission. Contact Michelle
Theisen at (315) 742-2172 or
Rob Ewy at (315) 212-9425 to
schedule a time.
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Dr. Dave’s Joke(s)
of the Month

Three women die at the same time so
there is a line waiting to get into heaven.

St. Peter asks the first women what she
did with her life. She reports that she was
a very devout Catholic. She went to Mass
every day, and she made food for the
homeless. As proof she reaches into her
purse and pulls out a Rosary. St. Peter
welcomes her to heaven.

St. Peter asks the second women what
she did with her life. She reports that she
was a very devout Jehovah Witness. She
went door-to-door giving out copies of the
Watch Tower, trying to recruit people for
her church. As proof she pulls out a copy
of the Watch Tower from her purse. St.
Peter welcomes her to heaven.

St. Peter asks the third women what
she did with her life. She reports she was
a very devout Presbyterian. She begins
searching through her purse and tells St.
Peter there must be a casserole in here
somewhere.

Share Your News!

Shout out and share the word about
your kids and grandkids with your church
family! Tell us about their involvement
with sports, music, theater as well as
academic achievements and anything
else that you want to shout out!

Send in their accomplishments and
achievements in the classroom, on the
field, and in the community to the church
office (315) 386-2570 or officec@ChurchOn-

ThePark.org

Also, let Rev. Mike know when the kids
have a game, recital, perfor-
mance or award ceremony. "\\\ It
Text him at (716) 857-0111 or
email him at RevMike@chur- ,
chonthepark.org. P

ST

God, we thank you for all your gifts.
This day, this night,
these fruits, these flowers,
these trees, these waters -
With all these treasures
you have endowed us.
The heat of the sun,
the light of the moon,
the songs of the birds and
the coolness of the breeze,
the green, green grass
like a mattress of velvet,
all owe existence to your grace.
Dear God,
May we forever breathe the breath
of your love and every moment
be aware of your presence above.

Walk Off The Winter Blues

If these bitter cold temps and snow is
making you (or your Kkids) a little stir crazy,
consider using Fellowship Hall as a space
to walk, play or run around. Contact
Christy Dekay at the church office
(8315-386-2570 or office@churchonthep-
ark.org) for available times and dates to
use it.

Financial Meeting

The Session will be holding a Financial
Meeting in the Conference Room on Mon-
day, February 9th at 7 p.m. to review the
Revised Investment Policy. This will be
a Zoom meeting with our investment advi-
sor, Tiffany Soricelli. Anyone from the
church is welcome to attend. If you have
any questions, please see Rev. Mike.
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Prayer Warriors

Would you like to help your neighbor,
stretch spiritually and be a part of the
mystical movement of the church? We
are always looking for new prayer warriors
to join the church Prayer
Chain to offer prayers for
folks who are ill, troubled
or in need.

If you want to learn
more about the prayer
chain, call Rev. Mike at
(315) 386-2570.

New Church Website Live

e Christy and Rev. Mike have fin-
A ished the NEW Church Website
ZAK which is brighter and easier to

;f 3 X use. We have switched to a
\"’\ﬁ : different platform which will

q\\#j f allow us to keep the site up-
P M dated weekly (i.e. calendar)
Urch on &

The Church’s email address:
Office@ChurchOnThePark.org

Reverend Mike’s email address:
RevMike@ChurchOnThePark.org

Thanks To Those Who Have
Served The Church

We offer great thanks to Patrick
LaPierre, Joe Montgomery, Jim Franklin,
and Michelle Theisen going off Session

Thanks to Susan Akins and Stacie
Olney-LaPierre going off the Board of
Deacons.

Thanks to JJ Jockel for his time on
Church and Community Board.

We are grateful to all these folks
for their time and service to our church.

Sermons & Services

Written Sermons in PDF format are
now available for viewing or downloading on
Monday at www.ChurchOnThePark.org
then click on “Written Sermons.”

If you’d like to have a copy of the weekly
sermon emailed or snail-mailed to you di-
rectly, please contact RevMike@ChurchOn-
ThePark.Org.

To view recordings of previous worship
services, please subscribe to our YouTube
channel.

Presbyterian Worship

The next Partridge Knoll service is on
February 5th. We
will continue with (_ommuﬂity
services through the ¢ ’ﬁ e

month of May, and
are held on the 1st
Wednesday of the
month at 11:00 a.m.
All are welcome.

Like Us On Facebook!

The Church On The Park has a Face-
book page which changes regularly -
https:/ /www.facebook.com/TheFirstPres-
byterianChurchonthePark

Newsletter Deadline
Is The 15th Of The Month

We are still sending out the monthly
newsletter! Please submit articles (emailed
preferably) to the church office, or directly
to the Newsletter Editor, Linda Potter, at:

nautilusetwcny.rr.com

4 )

Hello, my name is...

Remember - Name Tag Sunday
is February 15th.
Come early to church
and make your own name tag.
Get to know your neighbor.

- J
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When The
Giants

Make The Playoffs
We'll Put THEM Up Here Too

Do Good, Be Good
God Bless and...

- Jash Allen

Don't Want

To Talk
About It

Where You Bean!?!
Fundraiser

Variety OF Chili & Bean Soups
For Sale As Take-Dut

This Sunday 1 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Another fresh new year is here,

another year to live!
To banish worry, doubt, and fear,

to love, laugh and give!

= William Arthur Ward

Progress

Not
Perfection.

= Kimberly Snyder

Worship & Church School
Begin at10:00 a.m.

wda¥®  In-Person and On-line

5:g1m°"‘ Nursery Care Provided

"Mystery Known By Revelation"

www.ChurchOnThePark.org
JANSG 9:336AM 9° 315.386.2570




Life In A Small Church

- =

Rev. Mike had an elaborate message for the kids
about the Spirit that is in and upon them
involving shaken soda cans (hence the tarp on the floor)

We invite

and greatly
welcome
all photo
submissions Toby Walch is back in fine form
for the following a pretty serious crash
“Life In on his bicycle,
A Small He is even back to work teaching!
Church” He would like to thank everyone for
section the cards, concern, prayers
of the and (even) an unexpected visit
monthly from Linda and Rev. Mike
newsletter.

Click HERE
To Send
Photos

Nico’s Best Frosty Imitation

CHURCH . Roi Cl;'Brat;s A Birthday!
on the Park e
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“Where You Bean!?!” Fundraiser
A Smashing Success!!!

S -

We have some very talented cooks in our church. 12 individuals provided a
selection of 14 different BEAN dishes totaling 69 quarts. Everything from Moroccan
Lentil Stew to Cowboy Chili to Baked Beans. Thanks to all who participated!

Showing their culinary skills were Linda & Rev Mike, Christy Dekay, Georgia Vose,
Barb King, Erin Wiggins, Jean McGuire, Barry Walch, Beth Hayes, Dale & Colleen
Grant, Jim Franklin, Pat Mace, and Michelle & Gordy Theisen. Braving the cold to sell
soup were Jean McGuire, Sarah Melville, Jim Franklin, Sandy Trimm & Madisyn Parker.

Because of the endeavors of these people, and ALL who showed up to buy these
tasty creations, we were able to profit over $600 for our church! A huge THANK YOU
to everyone (even Jim Franklin who appeared to be semi helpful this weekend). A huge
tip of the hat to Beth Hayes for being the top Bean Counter and making this all happen!

We Know Where You’ve Bean!




Ham Dinner
Dine-In or Take-Out

Sunday March 1st

ITa.m to 1:30 p.m.

Baked Ham (Generous Portion)
Macaroni & Cheese
Coleslaw
Homemade Pie

Cost: $12 Adults
$5 Kids (ages 5 to 10)
Under5/0ver go Free

Take Out Available:

Call : (315) 244-7902
Email: hayesbea7@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
on the Park
17 Park Street Canton, New York

(315) 386-2570
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