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Need You!

During the past year the Board of
Deacon's established a system to supply an
occasional meal to families who have serious
illness or other emergency. We call this
service "Makers and Takers." We really
need the whole congregation to assist in
this service. Our current list of volunteers
is small and needs to be updated. A sign up
sheet will be placed in the foyer for this
purpose. If you need more information about
this, please call Shirley Norton at 386-3974.

Join The Chain Gang

Would you like to help your neighbor,
stretch spiritually and be a part of the
mystical movement of the church? We
are always looking for new prayer warriors
to join the church Prayer Chain to offer
prayers for folks who are ill, troubled or in
need. If you want to learn more about the
prayer chain, call Rev. Mike at 386-2570.

To put yourself or anyone on the chain
for prayers, contact any member: Willie
King 386-8665 (Summer 393-3484); Wanda
Renick 386-3474; Nona Fisher 386-3247;
Shirley Seeley 386-5213 (snowbird);
Marilyn Rodee 386-8447 (January
snowbird); Joyce Bell 386-8789; Betty
Irish 386-2921; Jane Fernandes 386-1563;
Sandy Pollard 386-3916; Ellen Compeau
386-8369; Bev Findley 323-2064 & Thelma
Rodee 379-0924.
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Communion Committee

The Elders serving Communion on
Sunday, November 4th were Tom
Dildine, Marilyn Rodee, Mark Erickson,
Martha Cole, Dave Nelson, and Tyke
Miller. Several members helped to pick
up glasses, clean, and put away the silver
service. We thank everyone for their
help.

Tyke made a small Thanksgiving still
life for the communion table. The
traditional arrangement is wheat

representing the

bread, (body of @

grape juice, (blood HO'y

of Christ): and ivy, COMMUNION

Christ); grapes
representing the

which is an evergreen representing
eternal life.

Often people think God has not
answered their prayers. I was raised in a
New Testament Church where I was
taught and still believe that God always
answers our prayers, but sometimes not
the answer we want or hope for.

We at the Church On The Park have
much to be thankful for as we approach

the season of Advent and look forward to
the Birthday of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

-Tyke Miller

Communion will be served next on
Sunday, December 2, 2007.

Super Volunteers

Thank you to Ann Spencer, Mickey
Williams, Lora Gibson, Joyce Bell,
Gloria Davis, Edna Kelley & Shirley
Norton for giving their time to get the
November newsletter out in the mail.
Volunteers make things happen at the
Church On The Park!
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Poinsettias

Poinsettias will be delivered to our
homebound members on December 2nd.
If you can help with the delivery, please
contact Lorna Webb at 386-3549 or Barb
King at 386-8665.

On December 16th
Memorial Poinsettias will
decorate our Sanctuary.
If you would like to give a
plant in memory of or in
honor of someone and
want to purchase it
through the Church Office, please call 386-
2570 and place your order no later than
December 12th. The cost is $12. We will
also need the information for the bulletin.
Feel free to provide your own plant.

If anyone would like
to leave their plant for the Christmas Eve
Service, it would be greatly appreciated.

December Theatre

Grasse River Players and guests
Tapestry, all centuries singers from Clinton,
New York, present an afternoon of comedy,
music and desserts on Saturday, December

8 at 4 p.m. at the Canton Unitarian
Church.

A medieval nativity tale “The Second
Shepherd’s Play” offers the divine story of
His birth with the human elements of
hapless shepherds. Colorfully ..
costumed Tapestry will sing '
glorious 4-part choral music
as the comedic actors unfold
their story. Grace Episcopal
provides desserts at special . 2\ |
moments in the show. e 2= e

Pre-sale: $10 adult and $5 student at
The Pear Tree, Canton; Northern Music and
Northern Interiors, Potsdam. Tickets also
at the door: $11 adult and $5.50 student.

31

Birthdays This Month

Birthdays - December

Bridger Philip Royce, Lindsey Frazer

Jessica Brown

Ellen Grayson, Brandon Bartley

Holly Capuro, Jillian Di Salvo,
Christa Lyon

Brandon Rodee

Kenneth Gibson, Nicole Rae Janack,
Jessica Witherhead

David Witherhead

Evan Poole

Matthew Chambers

John Fisher, Dale Grant

Dr. Mark Erickson, Lance Erickson,
Dulcinea Ward

Faye Bartley

Ellen Janack

Kirk Bell

Rance Davis, David Gordon,
Christopher Chase

Sandra Fisher, John Klemens

Janet Favro, Kathryn McAuliffe,
Ginger Sweeney

Michael Witherhead

Anniversaries This Month

Anniversaries - December

Rev. Mike’s Ordination (15 yrs.)
Gerald & Beverly Findley
Kenneth & Mary Garwood
Whitney & Betty Irish

Peter & Marjorie Van Lent

Tim & Gail Abplanalp

Bob & Melba Reinke
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Session Report

The Session meeting on October 30th
opened with Ken Hebb making a
presentation suggesting that our church
start using “Equal Exchange” coffee
rather than the standard, more inexpensive
coffee we use currently. He appealed to the
Session’s sense of doing what is right and
good, for only a small amount of additional
expense. The Session tabled this issue to
learn more about “Equal Exchange” and to
try to gauge the feelings of the general
congregation.

This was followed by a presentation by
Mike Frazer regarding an Endowment
Plan the Resources committee has been
working on. The church currently has no
written plan for investing the long term
gifts that are received. We would like to
start a campaign of asking people to include
the church in their will, and to make gifts
to the church’s endowment fund. But
before any campaign could begin we felt
that the church needs to have a written
plan on how those gifts will be used. So a
plan was developed by the Resources
committee and presented for the first time
to the Session at this meeting. It was
decided to get further comment from the
Session at the November meeting, then to
mail the plan to the entire congregation
seeking further comments and changes in
early January. This would include a
“Fourth Sunday” forum on the church’s
Endowment Plan in January, with a final
plan to be voted on by the church at the
annual meeting in February.

Other items covered at the October
Session meeting: Cheryl Young is doing a
great job in the office, we now have new
sound amplification devices for Sunday
services, Rev. Mike’s High Rise services
are being discontinued due to lack of
interest, and Rev. Mike is working with the
village regarding how the church is covered
by the village’s insurance for the park.

Help Wanted!

The CARE Commiittee is still looking for
a willing person to take the responsibility
of running our Inez Butterfield Memorial
Library. A retired librarian, teacher, a
reader who has a love of books, a stay-at-
home mom even could augment our
children's book section or a retired
person who now, at last has time to read,
are all possible candidates for this
project.

Again the
mission of the
library is to provide
reading materials,
tapes and videos for
members and WANI[II

friends, adults and

children in a welcoming, safe and
comfortable setting. These materials shall
include well-written fiction and nonfiction
that will encourage, enrich, broaden,
educate and give solace to readers as
they pursue their faith journey. Time
commitment includes the purchase of
new books, processing all books (new
and donated) and attending monthly
CARE Committee meetings. This time
commitment is sporadic from a few hours
to a dozen hours per month.

Please e-mail or call Marilyn Rodee
(rodeem@canton.edu or 386-8447) or
Donna Doig (fourd@westelcom.com or
386-3785).

Fourth Sunday Forums

Mark your 2008 calendars for
upcoming forums:

On January 27, 2008 an
informational forum will be led by the
Resources Committee to explain a new
proposed financial plan.

On February 24, Don and Betty
Peckham will present their trip to Iran.
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Dictionary For The Library

The Interpreter's Dictionary of The
Bible would be a very resourceful reference
book to add to our library. As participants
in the Bible study scramble to complete
homework assignments, they have
discovered that a recent edition of this type
of resource is missing in the reference
section of the library. The CARE
Committee sends out an invitation to you
to consider this gift to continue building
our library. Please talk with Rev. Mike
about possibilities.

We Offer Our Prayers

Please hold in your prayers the family
of Ruth Chisholm. Ruth was a much
loved member of our church whose
courageous battle with cancer ended in
November. Her smile, caring nature and
warm presence will be missed by many in
our church and community. Ruth’s sister,
Joan, also died in November so we hold all
those in Joan’s family in our thoughts as
well.

Sshhh! It’s A Surprise!

Members and friends of the Canton First
Presbyterian Church are invited to a
surprise party this
Sunday, December 2nd
in celebration of Ruth
Schairer’s 90th
birthday. Ruth’s family
and friends from the
community will be joining R ——
us in Fellowship Hall after HAPPY
worship to wish her a BIRTHDAY
very happy birthday!
(How can we keep this a surprise when it is
in the newsletter, you ask? Ruth’s
newsletter will be pulled out by our
volunteers and hand delivered to her at the
party. Aren’t we sneaky?!)

Grace Of The Month

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back

with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers,

To make music in the heart.

-Howard Thurman
“The Work of Christmas”

A View From The Park feature,
a different grace every month
for you and your family to use.

Ways To Be Of Service

Looking to serve others this holiday

season? There are lots of you can be of
help at the church.

Sign up on the sheets in the foyer to give
rides to church for those who need a lift or
to teach Sunday School or work in the
nursery. Offer to be a greeter on Sunday
morning by calling the church office at 386-
2570. Or become a Deacon to provide

- - support and care for the
members of our church year
round.

To learn more about all
the ways you can become
involved, talk to Rev. Mike.

Renewal House

Renewal House’s Adopt A Family
Program has proven to be a huge success
for helping families in need during the
holiday season. If you are interested in
adopting a family this holiday season, call
Renewal House at 386-9845 for more
details.



Calling All Kids!
(And Parents Too!)

® Meeting For Volunteers & Youth Group Members
After Worship On Sunday December 2nd

e Rehearsal For All Kids (Shepherds, Angels & Assorted
Barn Yard Animals!) After Worship On December 9th

® Christmas Pageant After Potluck Dinner
Sunday December 16th
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Pa1d for by the proceeds of the Fa.ll
Rummage Sale & Bazaar!
Thanks to all who made this possible!




The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Canton to reach out to all people
and welcome them in celebrating truly the joys, freedoms and responsibilities
that come with our faith in God, Christ’s unconditional love for us,
and the power of the Holy Spirit to transform our world.

Through this nurturing Christian Community
we will fully recognize the value of each believer,
humbly forgive ourselves and others, and lovingly embrace God’s Grace.

~ @f’(fmﬁgr’ In This Issue
Greening Of The Church - December 1st!!!
Farm Family Offering Envelope
Blue Christimas Service - December 9th
Potluck Dinner & Christmas Pageant - Dec. 16th
All-Church Christmas Cookie Exchange
Dailey Ridge Ham Dinner
Poinsettias For Church
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 7 p.m.
Surprise Party For Ruth Schairer - Join Us!
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